
The Inspector Writes 

Technical Writing for the Pressure 
Equipment Discipline

by Mark Smith

Poor records result in poor conclusions é causing 

poor performance !!! 



Presenter ïMark Smith

Prior Experience

¸ Worked at Shell Oil for 20 years ïProjects, 

Inspection, Inspection Training

Current job - MSTS

¸ Started MSTS 10 years ago

¸ Provide 5 Inspection Classes

¤API 510

¤API 570

¤API 653

¤Initial Inspection ïWelcome to Inspection

¤The Inspector Writes

ñThe wise man will hear and increase in knowledgeò



Setting the Tone

ÁPurpose of Presentation

V Provide awareness of why our ñwritingsò are 

important

V Provide some basic writing guidelines 

V Confidence booster.  If you can inspect, you 

can write!

ÁSources

V Good ñwritingsò, bad ñwritingsò, and myriads 

of others who have inputted into my career!



Why Writing Skills?

#1 Reason - Your Credibility

Your appearancesays a lot about

you. People may think youôre

stupidé evenif youôrenot !!!

Your write-ups saya lot about you.

Peoplemay think youôrestupid é

evenif youôrenot !!!



Why Writing Skills?

Your CREDIBILITY is needed when:

Setting Inspection  

Intervals

Making Repair   

Recommendations

Troubleshooting 

& Problem-solving

SSSS
BIG BUCKS ARE SPENT



Why Writing Skills?

# 2 Reason - Your Writings are Important

Insp Intervals &  

Strategies

RBI Evaluations

Failure Analysis

Legal Proceedings

FFS Evaluations

Repairs Plans



Reasons for Poor Writing

V I donôt like to write.  Itôs not fun.

V Ugh, I barely talk, let alone write!

V In school, I only took the minimum number of 

English classes.  And I didnôt do good then é  

and thatôs been a long time ago!

V Real men donôt write! 

V Who cares?  My poor writing skills havenôt 

affected me!  

Poor writing skills will LIMIT your CAREER !!! 

WRONG!!!


